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M AT H E M AT I C S

Mathematics teaching using Tablet PC’s at Virginia College has broken the national trends in the 
results obtained by our students in the State Examinations. The pilot program is now in its fourth 

year in the Maths Department at Virginia College. The graphs below demonstrate the success of the 
innovative approach in Maths Education by the Staff and Students. 

Academic
Course of Studies

Virginia College has an excellent record of academic 
success, achieving results far above the national average. In 
excess of 2/3 of the 2011 leaving certificate class received an 
Honours degree offer while more than 85% received a third 
level offer. The wide curriculum caters for all interests and all 
ranges of ability. Courses on offer include:

•	

 The Junior Certificate
•	

 The Traditional Leaving Certificate
•     The Leaving Certificate Vocational  
               Programme
•	

 The Leaving Certificate Applied Programme
•     The Transition Year Programme

Senior Cycle                      
English
Irish
Mathematic	


French
Spanish
Home Economics
Physics
Chemistry
Biology
Agricultural Science
History
Religion
Geography
Business
Construction Studies
Engineering
Technical Graphics
DCG
Music
Art
Technology
Business Studies
Technical Graphics
Physical
Health Education
Information Technology
Spanish
Technology

Junior Cycle
English
Irish
Mathematics
French
Science
History
Geography
Civics
Religious Education
Woodwork
Home Economics
Metalwork
Art
Music
Business Studies
Technical Graphics
Physical
Health Education
Information Technology
Spanish
Technology

In 2009 the students 
were introduced to 
Tablet PC ‘s in 
December. They has 
already carried out 2 
years of their Junior 
Certificate Maths syllabus 
using more traditional 
Teaching methods. The 
results clearly show that 
we are close to the 
National Averages in C 
grades but nothing else.

In 2011 the students were been taught using the 
Tablet PC for the full cycle of the Junior 
Certificate Mathematics syllabus. The results are 
excellent. The number of A grades at Virginia 
College are well above the National Average along 
with the number of B grades at Higher Level.

In 2010 the students were been taught using 
the Tablet PC for almost 2 years of the 3 year 
cycle. There is already a notable improvement 
in the Grades versus the National Averages.
The C and B grades are better that the 
National Averages.


